
RULE 2.  PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE WITH RULES;
SUSPENSION OF RULES

(a)  Dismissal of Appeal.

(1) Mandatory Dismissal.  An appeal shall be dismissed if the notice of appeal was
not timely filed pursuant to Rules 4 or 5.

(2) Discretionary Dismissal.  An appeal may be dismissed upon motion of a party
or on motion of the appropriate appellate court (i) when the court determines that there is
an obvious failure to prosecute an appeal; or (ii) when a party fails to comply
substantially with these rules.  When either court, on its own motion or on motion of a
party, determines that dismissal may be warranted under this Rule 2(a)(2), the clerk of the
Supreme Court shall give written notice to the party in default, apprising the  party of the
nature of the deficiency.  If the party in default fails to correct the deficiency within
fourteen (14) days after notification, the appeal shall be dismissed by the clerk of the
Supreme Court.  The attorney for the party in default has the burden to correct promptly
any deficiency or to see that the default is corrected by the appropriate official.  Motions
for additional time in which to file briefs will not be entertained after the notice of the
deficiency has issued.

(b) Other Sanctions.  The Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals may, after
reasonable notice given by the clerk of the Supreme Court and opportunity to show cause
to the contrary, and after hearing, if requested, impose such sanctions as may be
appropriate on any party, court reporter, trial court clerk, or attorney who fails to comply
with these rules or any order issued pursuant to these rules.  Trial court judges have
concurrent jurisdiction to sanction any party, court reporter, trial court clerk, or attorney
who fails to comply with Rules 3, 10, and 11.  A copy of any such sanction order shall be
served on the clerk of the Supreme Court and may be reviewed by the Supreme Court for
abuse of discretion.

(c) Suspension of Rules.  In the interest of expediting decision, or for other good
cause shown, the Supreme Court or the Court of Appeals may suspend the requirements
or provisions of any of these rules in a particular case on application of a party or on its
own motion and may order proceedings in accordance with its direction. The time for
taking an appeal under Rules 4 or 5 may be extended in criminal and post-conviction
cases, but not in civil cases. 
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